
 

 

January 20, 2022 

 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

Dear Secretary Becerra: 

 

We are encouraged by your recent announcement to increase access to at-home COVID-19 tests 

at no cost for millions of Americans and appreciate your department’s existing efforts that cover 

diagnostic testing for original Medicare beneficiaries. These are critical steps to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19 and save millions of lives. We urge the Department of Health and Human 

Services to make these efforts more holistic by fully covering no-cost, at-home tests for the 61.5 

million Americans enrolled in Medicare.1  

 

As of January 15, 2022, insurance companies and group health plans are required to cover over-

the-counter COVID-19 diagnostic tests that have been authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration.2 Individuals will be able to receive eight over-the-counter at-home tests per 

month at no cost from their local pharmacy or purchase them online and get reimbursed through 

their insurer.  

 

Currently Medicare does not pay for at-home COVID-19 tests. Medicare beneficiaries are 

currently able to obtain a diagnostic test, whether a PCR or antigen test, but they first need an 

order from a health care professional and the test must be performed by a laboratory – creating 

additional access barriers for older people and people with disabilities who have traditional 

Medicare, especially those who are homebound or live in rural and suburban communities.3 

Outside of an authorization, they can only access one lab-performed test per year.  

 

In order to protect people with Medicare from the ongoing COVID-19 variants, we urge the 

Department of Health and Human Services to ensure that Medicare beneficiaries have sustained 

access to at-home COVID-19 testing at no cost through the Medicare program. We encourage 

the Department to consider options such as additional clinics in rural, suburban, and other 

underserved areas with less accessible existing testing options, a telephone hotline to order free 

at-home tests to complement the website the administration created, and support for locally led 

efforts to provide at-home testing to Medicare beneficiaries at no cost. 

 
1 Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). (2021). 2021 Edition: Medicare Beneficiaries At A Glance. 

https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/Beneficiary-

Snapshot/Downloads/Bene_Snaphot.pdf 
2 CMS. (January 2022). Biden-Harris Administration Requires Insurance Companies and Group Health Plans to 

Cover the Cost of At-Home COVID-19 Tests, Increasing Access to Free Tests. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-requires-insurance-companies-and-

group-health-plans-cover-cost-home 
3 CMS. (January 2022). How to get your At-Home Over-The-Counter COVID-19 Test for Free. 

https://www.cms.gov/how-to-get-your-at-home-OTC-COVID-19-test-for-free 

https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/Beneficiary-Snapshot/Downloads/Bene_Snaphot.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/Beneficiary-Snapshot/Downloads/Bene_Snaphot.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-requires-insurance-companies-and-group-health-plans-cover-cost-home
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-requires-insurance-companies-and-group-health-plans-cover-cost-home
https://www.cms.gov/how-to-get-your-at-home-OTC-COVID-19-test-for-free


 

 

Thank you again for your efforts, and we look forward to working together to ensure older 

people have the tools at their disposal to mitigate the spread and infection of COVID-19. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Tom Malinowski    Kim Schrier, M.D. 

Member of Congress    Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Brian Higgins     Chrissy Houlahan 

Chris Pappas     John B. Larson 

Pramila Jayapal    Haley Stevens 

Madeleine Dean    Debbie Dingell 

Ritchie Torres     Josh Gottheimer 

Susan Wild     Jimmy Panetta 

James A Himes    Nikema Williams 

André Carson     Susie Lee 

Andy Kim     Steven Horsford 

Brian Fitzpatrick    Tony Cárdenas 

David Trone     James P. McGovern 

Eleanor Holmes Norton   Scott Peters 

Lauren Underwood    Jahana Hayes 

David N. Cicilline    Peter Welch 

Jim Cooper     Ann McLane Kuster 

Rick Larsen     Carolyn Bourdeaux 

Adriano Espaillat    Mike Thompson 

Michael F.Q. San Nicolas   Lucille Roybal-Allard 

Katie Porter     Jim Costa 

Jamie Raskin     Emanuel Cleaver, II 

Jerrold Nadler     Earl Blumenauer 

Lizzie Fletcher    Dwight Evans 

Donald S. Beyer Jr.    Betty McCollum 

Ayanna Pressley    Jan Schakowsky 

Peter Meijer     Ro Khanna 

Angie Craig     Bobby L. Rush 

Eddie Bernice Johnson   Colin Allred 

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.   Salud Carbajal 

Derek Kilmer     John Yarmuth 

Sheila Jackson Lee    Darren Soto 

Antonio Delgado    Marilyn Strickland 

Henry Cuellar     Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Dina Titus      Terri A. Sewell  



 

 

Ed Case     Sharice L. Davids 

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.   Gerald E. Connolly 

Julia Brownley    Sean Casten 

Mike Doyle     Al Lawson 

Peter A. DeFazio    Brad Schneider 

Joseph D. Morelle    Thomas R. Suozzi 

Tom O'Halleran    Frederica S. Wilson 

Danny K. Davis    Paul Tonko 

Marcy Kaptur     Marie Newman 

Mondaire Jones    Lori Trahan 

Brendan F. Boyle    Adam Smith 

Vicente Gonzalez    Karen Bass 

Sara Jacobs     Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D. 

Albio Sires     Mikie Sherrill 

Raul Ruiz     Kathy Manning 

Jared Huffman     J. Luis Correa 

Judy Chu     Daniel T. Kildee 

Abigail D. Spanberger   Jackie Speier 

Mark Pocan     Lois Frankel 

Deborah K. Ross    Al Green 

Nydia M. Velázquez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


